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Northern Natural Lamb

Last year we hoped to have a trial up and
running for a branded meat product called
Northern Natural Lamb. However due to the
failure of funding applications this has had to
be put on hold.

However it is not forgotten and further

funding is being sought. We remain hopeful
that the proposal can be fired up this year.

Plains Wanderers breeding

Photo Terri Williams

Student Kylie Eklom releasing Plains Wanderer at
Oolambeyan NSW after recording weight, size
and other information.

October surveys have found Plains Wanders
breeding in a variety of habitat types at
Oolambyean National Park north of

Deniliquin in NSW. However numbers were

still extremely low despite reasonable rainfall

in that area

Terri Williams and Peter Morison from DSE
Bendigo worked with researcher Kylie Eklom
from Charles Sturt University to survey sites
in the Park.

In some of the surveyed paddocks the habitat
guality looked ideal yet no birds were found.

In another paddock the habitat looked too
dense with poor diversity yet the birds were
there and breeding! We found one male with
4 young.

In another paddock the habitat was sparse,
over-grazed with up to 80% bare ground yet
again birds were found and again were
breeding. Kylie believes the breeding at that
time was an opportunistic response to earlier
autumn rains. However she could not explain
why the birds were not using the more ideal
habitats.

It demonstrates how much more we still need
to learn about this well camouflaged species.

Corridors for Bahblers

Grey-crowned Babblers — endangered in Victoria.

CMN Ranger Ben Thomas has been working
with landholders in the Terrick area to
establish a corridor to enable movement of
Grey-crowned Babblers between the Bendigo
Creek and Terrick Terrick National Park.
Babblers are a bird considered endangered in
Victoria.

There is also a corridor planned between the
Park and the Bullock Creek.



Quail

There is concern in the area about qualil
shooting going ahead whilst stubble quail
numbers are still so low. Farmers have
reported for many years that quail numbers
are nothing like they once were. Birds
Australia has told us they don’t have enough
data to estimate stubble quail numbers in the
area.

Perhaps we need to look at some past survey
results from the park to help keep track of
fluctuations in numbers.

Remnant
planned

vegetation  fencing

There is also some fencing of remnant
vegetation on private land planned for the
next month. Some red gum and buloke
remnants are included in this fencing. This
seems to have been a good year for buloke
regeneration and the fencing will help protect
the regeneration from grazing by stock. This
will be funded by the Northern Plains CMN
with the fencing erected by the drought relief
team.

There are six remnants in all totalling 18 ha.

Possum concern

Guarded just in time.

Have you noticed some defoliated red gums
across the plains recently? Could this be

possum damage? There have been some
instances on private and public land where
possums are eating the leaves, particularly
fresh new growth, of already drought-stressed
trees. In many instances, this combination of
lack of water and high numbers of possums is
leading the death of the trees. We have
recently trialled using possum guards at one
site and the response is dramatic.

The CMN is keen to know how widespread
this problem is, so please let one of the
committee know if you have noticed the
problem somewhere.

Fresh growth defoliated.

Recovering Red Gum.

The above photos illustrate how possums can
defoliate a Red Gum and how they can
quickly recover after a possum guard has
been erected. Before the guards were
installed the trees were completely defoliated
but now leaf growth is starting to return.



Terrick Terrick revegetation

Parks Victoria and the Friends of Terrick
Terrick NP have both agreed in principle to
the revegetation of a block on the NE corner
of the Terrick Terrick forest. This is an area
that had been previously cropped before
being purchased by PV. EVC and Soils
mapping indicate that this corner of the park
was once a woodland not a grassland.

Part of the proposed revegetation site at Terrick Terrick
National park

The revegetation will be implemented and
funded from greenhouse gas offsets and will
have minimal costs to the CMN. To
revegetate an area of this size - about 150
hectares - would normally cost in excess of
$250,000. The details of the project have not
yet been finalised but this opportunity should
not be passed up and it will be a great
outcome for the CMN should it go ahead.

Attempt continues for ecological
burn at Echuca rail reserve

Terri Williams of DSE is currently working
on a project with the Echuca Landcare Group
to protect and enhance the grassland
community at the Echuca Rail Reserve and
Old Aerodrome Road Reserve. This project
entails fencing to restrict traffic to the area
and mosaic burning of the reserve designed to
open the site up and combat weeds to create a
healthier habitat for two threatened flora
species and the grassland community. These
are Swainsona plagiotropigRed Swainson-
pea) and Sclerolaena napiformis(Turnip
Copperburr) which are found throughout the
site. We are working with V-line, the local
CFA’s and their upper management along
with Campaspe Shire council. Plans are
progressing towards a possible autumn burn.

Echuca Rail & OIld Aerodrome Road Reserves,
naturally, a lot direr now.

What's  happened to the
Goanna’s and Curlews on the
Northern Plains?

It seems curlews and goannas are slowly
disappearing from the northern plains.
Reports from landholders and naturalists are
consistent that sightings are reducing. Is it
too late to turn around this loss?

Goannas need plenty of large old trees with
hollows for shelter and as a source of food.
Young birds and mammals are a good food
source and hollows are a good place to find
such food. Foxes are also known to Kill
young goannas and in many places whilst the
large old animals remain there are few young
surviving to take their place. There are still a
few pockets where the goanna seems to be
hanging on but what is their future?

Hopefully it's not a lost cause and that the
CMN can initiate some actions to boost their
numbers.



The Curlew is in a similar predicament.
Numbers seem to be declining through
reduced woodland habitat and foxes are
taking adults and young during the breeding
season. Landcare groups elsewhere have
undertaken fencing works and fox baiting
with some success but are their enough birds
left to build the population back up.

It would be good to hear from people who
know where curlew pairs still survive.

Camouflaged Curlew’s can survive foxes if the habitat is right.

What's on in the Parks

There has been plenty happening at Parks
Victoria over the past few months. Ranger
Mark Tscharke has returned briefly from
Canada. Mark will have a role as specialist in
grasslands management. He heads back to
Canada in a few months.

Parks have also appointed a new Indigenous
Ranger - Shane Warne-Clarke. He is expected
to commence at the end of April and will be
based in Echuca.

The NCCMA drought employment crew has
completed internal fencing works at the
Terrick Terrick National Park including
O’Neil and Yarran paddocks. The fencing of
old sheep yards within Finns Paddock has
also been completed to provide habitat for
stripped legless lizard.

Risk management signage has been erected
around the boundary fence of Davies
Homestead to prohibit access.

A Wheel Cactus weed management program
has been completed within the north east
section of the forest within the Park. Follow-
up work may need to be done next year.

A Hooded Scaly Foot survey has been
conducted; the survey found 8 located in
Fabians Paddock. Until recent years these

were extremely rare in Victoria so this result
iS very encouraging.

Hooded Scaly-foot — looks like a snake but is actually a
lizard.

Parks Victoria now manages a new NCR

called, ‘Roslynmead East’ approximately

120ha.

Dry Wetland to get a drink

The Northern Plains CMN has been involved
in negotiations with Goulburn Murray Water
regarding a private wetland starved of water.
A private red gum wetland with trees many
centuries old has been starved of water since
a surface drain was constructed in the 1970'’s,
blocking the natural flows into the wetland.
The recent summer rains highlighted the
problem when the trees under natural
conditions would have received a good drink.
However the drain blocked any inflow.

Goulburn Murray water has agreed to allow
pumping from the drain into the wetland
under high flow / high rainfall events.

Summer Rain

Eris Obrien has collated a fantastic
photographic record of the recent summer
rainfall event. If you haven't seen it check
out the web address below.
http://picasaweb.google.co.uk/eumong/Summ
erRain20072008?authkey=Y 8bsBP9qIAQ

CMN Contact

If you live in this area and would like further

information on any of the projects mentioned
or the incentives available to protect or native
vegetation, contact CMN Ranger Ben
Thomas.

Email: ben.a.thomas@dse.vic.gov.au

Ph. 5430 4581



